
Dear Colleague 
  
1. ALCOHOL CAUSES CANCER – Six public meetings in the regions 
2. Geoff Robinson retires 
3. Doug Sellman involved in a defamation case 
4. What has happened to minimum unit pricing in Scotland? 
5. Wendy’s repelled for the time being 
  
  
*************************************************************************** 
  
1. ALCOHOL CAUSES CANCER – Six public meetings in the regions 
  
Following on from the very successful Te Papa conference “Alcohol and Cancer” in 2015 in 
conjunction with the Cancer Society of New Zealand, we are taking the message to the 
regions this year in six public meetings in August. The title for these meetings is: “101 things 
the alcohol industry won’t tell you about alcohol…let’s start with this one, ALCOHOL CAUSES 
CANCER.”  Prof Jennie Connor will address the main topic, the carcinogenic nature of 
alcohol, while Prof Doug Sellman will provide an introduction (101things…) and solutions. 
  
The confirmed schedule is as follows: 
Monday, August 15 – New Plymouth 
Tuesday, August 16 – Tauranga 
Wednesday, August 17 – Napier 
Monday, August 22 – Palmerston North 
Tuesday, August 23 – Timaru 
Wednesday, August 24 – Nelson 
  
Finalised times and venues will be posted soon on the Alcohol Action website 
www.alcoholaction.co.nz. Also available soon on the website will be posters for the 
meetings, which can be found under the Resources tab. 
  
A pamphlet with the same title, “101 things the alcohol industry won’t tell you about 
alcohol…let’s start with this one, ALCOHOL CAUSES CANCER” is being prepared and will be 
widely distributed throughout New Zealand – GP surgeries, libraries, churches, schools, etc 
etc. If you would like to help with this distribution please make contact with Meg Harvey – 
coordinator@alcoholaction.co.nz who will send you a supply.  
  
 
2. Geoff Robinson retires 
  
Several months ago, a very fitting retirement farewell celebration for Geoff was held at 
Wellington Hospital to acknowledge his 55 years of sterling hard work for the public health 
service in New Zealand, including his work in the addiction field from clinical, teaching, 
research and advocacy perspectives. He has been Chief Medical Officer, Capital & Coast DHB 
for the past 11 years. Chaired by Professor Richard Beasley, the event featured eight moving 
speeches pouring accolades over Geoff, and his wife Gillian and family. Many anecdotes 
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were shared, which illustrated Geoff’s dedicated care of patients, nurturance and 
stimulation of students and friendship and humour towards his colleagues. The two minute 
standing ovation at the end from the large audience was electric and Geoff then gave the 
best speech of all, thanking everyone for what he thought was undeserved praise, telling a 
hilarious joke about his pet dog, and saying good-bye.  
  
See  http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/77269466/Chief-Medical-Officer-Geoff-
Robinson-reflects-on-his-career for Geoff’s reflections to the media. 
  
Geoff has been away on holiday and not seen for several months, but we are very pleased 
to report that Geoff has agreed to continue as a medical spokesperson for Alcohol Action NZ 
into his retirement, and so we will continue to have a wonderful and wise colleague guiding 
the ship. 
  
 
3. Doug Selllman involved in a defamation case 
  
Three public health advocates, Prof Boyd Swinburn (food), Mr Shane Bradbrook (tobacco) 
and Prof Doug Sellman (alcohol) have filed a defamation claim in the Auckland High Court 
against Cameron Slater (Whale Oil blog) and Carrick Graham (PR consultant) regarding a 
longstanding defamatory campaign on the Whale Oil blogsite.  
  
Recent publicity about this can be found at: 
http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/politics/81194202/public-health-researchers-fighting-back-
against-lobbyists 
Alcohol Action NZ will be following the progress of this litigation with interest. 
  
 
4. What has happened to minimum unit pricing in Scotland? 
  
Another set of legal processes Alcohol Action NZ is following with interest is the attempt by 
the alcohol industry to deflect minimum unit pricing in Scotland. The following outline has 
been adapted from several recently published UK sources. 
 
In May 2012 the Scottish Parliament passed into law the Alcohol Minimum Pricing Scotland 
Act thereby attempting to set a minimum unit price (MUP) for the selling of alcohol; a 
scientifically sound mechanism for reducing alcohol-related harm through getting rid of 
ultra-cheap discounted alcohol. The law was due to come into effect in April 2013. However, 
the Scottish Whiskey Association (SWA) on behalf of a multi-national alcohol industry 
consortium are doing everything they can to delay the introduction of the law through legal 
processes.  
  
The European Court has confirmed the 2012 MUP Act is an appropriate and legal way of 
achieving the objectives of the reduction of hazardous alcohol consumption among 
vulnerable people as well as the improvement their general health and well-being. 
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The Scottish Outer House, Court of Session has ruled there is objective justification 
supporting the proportionality of the Act and the proposed minimum price. Proportionality 
means that a MUP is seen as the least restrictive trade means of achieving the public 
interest objectives being pursued. The Court also established that MUP has a substantial 
effect on the cheapest alcohol and is a much more effective and targeted measure than 
general alcohol tax increases. The SWA (perhaps representing the vodka interests of its 
most powerful members) appealed this decision and it has now been referred to the Inner 
House, Court of Session in that the Act is now being challenged as breaching European 
Union treaty rules.  
 
The Scottish Courts looked to the European Court of Justice (ECJ) for an opinion. The 
Advocate General of the ECJ has stated that a MUP is lawful under EU law, but only if 
proportionality is demonstrated and less trade restrictive measures (e.g. a generalized 
increase in indirect taxation) can’t achieve the same objective. The ECJ has confirmed the 
Advocate General’s opinion and has ruled the Scottish legislation does not contravene 
European law. 
 
The issue has now been referred back to the Scottish Inner House. A final hearing date has 
been set for June 2016 and new material, from both sides, can be submitted. Depending on 
the Inner House ruling the issue has potential to be appealed in the UK Supreme Court. As 
Andrea Angeli puts it, the Inner House, Court of Sessions must now decide what method of 
alcohol taxation (MUP or other) is both appropriate and less restrictive in the freedom of 
movement of trade, while at the same time securing the attainment of its public interest 
goals to the best extent. 
 
Dr Peter Rice, of the Scottish equivalent of Alcohol Action NZ, points out that a MUP is 
supported by the science and political debate, but the legal process is being drawn out by 
the SWA with its deep pockets. 
  
A vote is soon to be held, which could have ramifications for the introduction of MUP in 
many other jurisdictions, including New Zealand: 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/alcohol-industry-braces-for-scotlands-vote-on-
minimum-pricing-2016-06-05 
  
 
5. Wendy’s repelled for the time being 
  
You will recall that Wendy’s Burgers, a national fast-food chain, made an application for an 
on-license at its Hornby branch in Christchurch. Their CEO described the move as “upping 
their game”. This liquor licence application is very concerning because if successful a 
dangerous precedent will be established for similar family-orientated venues such as 
McDonalds, Burger King, and Kentucky Fried Chicken stores throughout NZ also becoming 
liquor outlets.  
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There were over 300 submissions opposing the liquor licence and a short while before the 
application was heard, Wendy’s Burgers decided to adjourn its application, saying they had 
more issues to consider following discussion with the local Medical Officer of Health and 
Police. 
  
It is assumed Wendy’s Burgers have decided to strengthen their case by analysing the 
objections to date and re-ignite the application in due course, either at Hornby, Christchurch 
or alternatively at another of their 21 burger fast-food outlets in New Zealand. 
  
Hopefully, a similar vigorous response to a new application will occur when the time comes. 
And it will. These people are playing the Big Business game of predation of the public and 
using their deep pockets, legal resources and behind the scene connections to keep the 
money pouring in. 
  
 
Alcohol action continues. 
  
 
Sincerely 
Doug, Jennie, Sam, and Geoff 
Medical Spokespeople 
Alcohol Action NZ 
We need more than just tinkering 
 
*************************************************************************** 
“Alcohol Action NZ is a national organisation promoting the 5+ Solution, an evidence-
based set of strategies that will significantly reduce the enormous social, medical and 
personal damage alcohol misuse is inflicting on our society” 


