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Dear Colleague 

 

 

1. Invitation to sign the Call for Action on Alcohol 

2. Ministerial Forum on Alcohol Advertising and Sponsorship 

3. Conference 2015 – Alcohol Causes Cancer 

4. Local Alcohol Policies (LAPs) 

5. Keep building the campaign 

 

***************************************************************************** 

 

1. Invitation to sign the Call for Action on Alcohol 

Two weeks ago a Call for Action on Alcohol to the incoming government of 2014 was 

publicised. The Call is for legislation to enact four priorities related to marketing and pricing, the 

two main drivers of alcohol demand, and central components of the 5+ Solution: 

 

• Phase out alcohol advertising 

• Phase out alcohol sponsorship 

• Introduce a minimum unit price for alcohol 

• Increase the tax on alcohol 

 

37 New Zealand leaders in medicine, nursing, universities, and churches, including the National 

Heart Foundation and Cancer Society of NZ, have signed the Call for Action as Initial 

Signatories. We now invite other national and community leaders to do the same.  

 

If you would like to sign this Call for Action on Alcohol, and you are a national or community 

leader, including heads and representatives of professional or community organisations, 

societies, associations or other groups, send an email to Lindsay Atkins: 

coordinator@alcoholaction.co.nz with a formal description of your designation.  

 

If you would like to read more about the rationale for choosing these four priority actions, go to 

www.alcoholaction.co.nz where you can see a brief background paper along with the full Call 

for Action on Alcohol statement and Initial Signatory list. 

 

In any event, please join us in circulating this Call for Action on Alcohol statement to all 

leaders at your place of work and in your community and invite them to sign it.  

 

The process is really interesting as we learn which leaders are on board with effective alcohol 

law reform. 

 

2. Ministerial Forum on Alcohol Advertising and Sponsorship 

Nearly three years ago (August 2011), the government announced it would set up an expert 

forum on alcohol advertising and sponsorship after severe criticism about its weak “Alcohol 

Reform Bill”. The Bill was extremely weak on alcohol marketing and had nothing at all on 

pricing – the two main drivers of heavy drinking.  

 

As reported in the last AANZ newsletter, the government finally set up a forum chaired by a 

well-known rugby league coach. There is no doubt the members of the forum are good people, 

and several have considerable health policy experience, but taken as a whole it appears to be a 



political puppet show, rather than a process that is genuine, expert-led and focussed on the public 

good. Time will tell. 

 

3. Conference 2015 – Alcohol Causes Cancer 

2015 will mark the beginning of a new series of Alcohol Action conferences, in which we will 

be partnering with another organisation each year to run a larger alcohol-related themed 

conference. 

 

“Alcohol Causes Cancer” is the first; and we are delighted to be partnering up with the Cancer 

Society of New Zealand for Conference 2015. 

 

4. Local Alcohol Policies (LAPs) 

It is still LAP season and a very, very long season it will be. Local councils throughout the 

country will either capitulate to the alcohol industry at first base or get bullied into capitulation 

after months and years of consultations, public hearings, and finally court cases, using public 

money that could better be spent providing improved social services. 

 

The main issue currently being debated is trading hours. The Law Commission reviewed the 

international evidence and recommended 10pm closing for off-licence and 2am closing for on-

licence (with the option of a one-way door policy). It could have been so easy for the 

government to take up these recommendations – the HSC survey of public attitudes showed 84% 

would go along with reducing hours of trading like this. But the government began the process of 

capitulation, which is now being repeated by local councils, to the alcohol industry’s insistence 

on no change.  

 

5. Keep building the campaign 

We all wished the Law Commission’s review would bring about swift and effective alcohol law 

reform to begin reducing the harm from alcohol. “Towards halving the harm” would have been a 

good mission statement underpinning these reforms. Instead, we’ve experienced a series of 

breath-taking, political shenanigans by the government over the past four years, which has been 

a major eye-opener for many on how good public policy is corroded by vested interests.  

 

However, we continue to have the semblance of a functional democracy in New Zealand that 

will ultimately respond to sustained advocacy for rational, evidence-based information, 

particularly when supported by the majority of citizens in scientific surveys, as is the case for the 

5+ Solution. 

 

Perseverance will win the day, as we all continue to build the campaign for proper alcohol law 

reform. 

 

Sincerely 

Doug, Jennie, Jeremy, Sam and Geoff 

Medical Spokespeople 

Alcohol Action NZ 

We need more than just tinkering 
 

***************************************************************************** 

“Alcohol Action NZ is a national organisation promoting the 5+ Solution, an evidence-

based set of strategies that will significantly reduce the enormous social, medical and 

personal damage alcohol misuse is inflicting on our society” 

  
 


